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I ſome time fince Dedicated a little 
Treatiſe of COMERCE to your Royal 


== Conſort, for the Improvement of our 
Merchandize and Navigatioh, I have now made 
a ſecond Attempt by a COMEDY, and have 
adventur'd to ſend it into the World under your 
Royal Fayour and Protection. 5 
Folomon tells us, here is a ſeaſon ſor every thing ; 
and as our late War hath brought us under heayy 
Debts, this (to me) ſeems that Seaſon in turning - 
e e 1039S 2013 291 en tl of 16 eng 


Sacred Majeſty your Royal Father) have cut 


illaminate their Shops. 


— — 


_-.. The. Dedication. _. 
our Swords into Anchors ;and being herein treat- 

ing with the Royal Line, I beg leave (in great 
Submiſſion) to repreſent to You, M A D AM. 
That King Edward III. King Henry VII. and 
Queen Elizabeth (three Glorious Reigns) did, - 
by the Improvement of our Golden Fleece, make 
this Kingdom flouriſhing and happy, and Twill 
lay down this as a Maxim, That no Woollen 
Manufacturer in this Kingdom (whillt fully em- 
ploy'd) but will exert himſelf for the Safeguard 
of his Prince and Countrey: Nay, M'A DA M, 
T have lately known, that ſome of our Sheermen - 
(to ſhew their Zeal upon a Birth-Day of our moſt 


— — . ——. 


Candles in two, and light them at both Hd 


| DI TBE IE $I 33211191 1 INNER 
I now beg Leave to lay before you, the 
ViewsT have in this my Addreſs: The one is, 


as You are, and ought to be the Pattern in go- 
verning the Habits of our Ladies, that You will 
extend your Favour in a particular Manner for 


| the Encouragement of the Golden Fleece : The 


* 
, 
1 
1 


His Majeſty's Royal Charter for the Recovery of 


| 


| other, That You will ule your Princely Favour, 


for a farther Encouragement to it, in obtaining; 


our 
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our lot Merchandize; that hereby (as I have 
given one Example) many Tnhouland⸗ of the 
younger Sons of our Nobility and Gentry may 
be brought from Military Employments, and 
fhed in their proper Stations of Merchandize, 
which will give a noble Run to Matrimony : and 
I can't think but our Ladies for theſe thirty Vears 
laſt paſt have been under a kind of Pennance, 


having no Retreat (as in Forcign Countries) by | 
Nunneries. 


Lam in Suſpence and Doubt how! I may fare 
in your Opinion of theſe Ten Days Performance 


of mine, but ſtill I hope, as it ſprung up from a 
true Zeal for my Native Countrey, and Favour 
to the Ladies, (more in Judgment than Paſſion; | 


being in the 75th. Year of my. Age) this Home- 


ſpun Trifle may be acceptable, Ne preſented in 
the greateſt Reſpect and profoundeſt Submiſſion 


to your Royal Highneſs by, 


A DA M. een 
Jour moſt Oledient, ee 
Humble. Se ervant,, 30 


Mint 


VMiritten by a Gentleman. 


& 
w# - 


© 


A D1E8,-----the Rev'rend Author of this Night - 
yg Conſults at once your Profit aud Delight, 
au, aud for his Countrey, once agen, 
He draws an Honeſt, ibo an Amt rous Pen. 
ſh vain you Jee old Father TIME conſpires, 
Hub Seventy Winters Frofts, to cool his Fires © 
Hill briskly on the purple River flows, . "IE 
& D:/pencing Strength and Vigour where it goes; 
His Fancy ftill in each bright Period ſhines, 
Glous in his Thoughts, and ſets on Fire bis Lines. 
Flow has he roſe! (Great Awhor) from one Sheet, 
To Quires of Fancy, and whole Reams of Mit: 
Tho he by ancient Rules forms not his Senſe, 
Himſelf an Ancient, can with thoſe diſpenſe ; 
Ni | | | Tee 
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Yet he can juſily boa$t, in all he wrote, 

He never from the Moderns ſtole a Thought, 
Britains attend, attend ye irtuous Farr, 

Learn your true Intreſt | rom th? infirufing Play : 

Our TRADE neglecled, and our Treaſures drain 4 

Long has our Land a Standing Force maintain'd, 

To give our Little Corporations Law, 

And keep Malynant Landladys in Awe ;: 

Yet theſe fierce Heroes are mſlavd by Charms, 

Wounded by Looks, and Dye in Ladies Arms : 

From you, ye Fair, we then expett Relief, 

Our Poet ſhews you how to heal your Grief. 

Would you no longer your Amours diſprace 

With Hat and Feather, Shoulder-Knot ou Lace:. 

Would you explode the Paſſi on, often fe 

For a Chckt-Stocking or Embroiderd Bae 15 

Would you the Merchant with your Favours crown 

And entertain each Soldier with a Froun, | - 

We ſoon Should pull th* incroaching Bande Aube 

In hopes of gaining you the truly Brave 

Mou ſeek e inrith their Countrey, Hot inne 8 

Then Indufiry would be again in Faſhion; 

And Trade once more wou'd flouriſh thro zhe Nation... 


ont te 0 ht. fh fr o t. ftr f rer alla 
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Dramatis Perſonæ. 


Jaſon, a Brigadier in the os: 
Davus, his Man. 


Meliſſa, his Miftreſs. 

Merlin, a Merchant. 

Belinda, his Daughter. 

Betty, her Maid, MN 
q Hir Arthur, Jaſon's Brother. * 505 
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Me '2 


SCENE Merlin's Parlour. 


Enter Jaſon. 


Hope you will excuſe my Boldneſs, Sir, be- 
ing a Stranger, and as I wait upon you up- 
on a prefling Occaſion. | 
Merlin, Pray, Sir, take a Seat and fit down: 
Fe. My Meſſage, Sir, forbids that Pofture: 
Being at an Opera two Days fince, I was. 
ſtrangely ſurpriz d; indeed I may ſay wound- 
ed, by the ſight of a young Lady that I ſaw 
there, and upon a diligent Search and En- 
quiry, I now find ſhe is your Daughter; and 
„ (67G having no Friend that had any intimate Ac- 

quaintance with you, I aſſumed the Courage of waiting upon you my ſelf. 
Mer. My Daughter, Sir, I believe, was at the Opera by my Leave; but T 
aſlure you, Sir, ſhe is no Frequenter of "a She is my only a 
| Wnom 


not deny me a few Words with her in due Time. 
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whom (in due time) I may give a conſiderable Fortune; and that Affair re- 


| | ur cer; ana hereby 
farther aſſure you, upon Honour, that I will never proceed but in a mutual 
your Daughter. 


Am, L am ſo fit in this Matter, Sir, chae there is |ho._ moral Polſibility of 
changing my mind. | i 

J. As you have told me, Sir, that your Daaghter is young, and that you 
have a View of a Match for her in your own Way, and Tefalve not to marry 
her as yet, I preſume (being willing in this Perplexiry<ofmine to” catch at 
every Sprig of Relief) that there is not as yet the leaſt Advance made in this 


deſigned Match of yours. 


= ” a 
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Mer, I can't ſay that, Sir; but have not the leaſt doubt in that Particular. 
74. As there may be a poſſibility of Diſlike on either ſide, and as I have 
as this Freedom, Sir, with you, I can't poflibly give my ſelf Satisfaction 
without waiting upon you again, in hopes that you will inform your ſelf of 
my Circumſtances, and that you will admit me to make my Addreſs to your 
Daughter, as. I a ſecond time aſſure you (upon Honour) that I Will proceed 
in nothing but by a mutual Conſent ; and from what hath now paſs d, your 
Daughter muſt have a Knowledge of this my Deſign. | | Tos 
Mer, As I can't object againſt this Proceeding of yours, Sir, nor yet give 
you the leaſt Encouragement, I muſt leave that to your own Diſcretion ; and 
poſſibly when you farther conſider what in Sincerity and Friendſhip I have 
adviſed you, 1 hope you will think it beſt to give your ſelf no farther Trouble. 


J. In this, Sir, I give you my hearty Thanks, and am KN 
J ig K 8 y y | 3 Ear Jaſon: 


| Enter Belinda. | 
Bel. What makes you, Betty, look ſo merry ? Have you had a Sweetheart 
this Afternoon ? | 22 
Bet. I can't tell, Madam, how that may happen: I have had the Company 
of a Gentleman's Man this Afternoon, and have ſome good Reaſon of 
looking merry. | | | ug 
Bel. Pray, Betty, let me know this Affair. q INS. 4. IG; 
Bet. Soon after you were gone out, Madam, a Gentleman knockt at che 
Door, and ask'd if your Father was at Home ; and he deſired him co walk 
in. * Iv 
Bel. What kind of a Gentleman was it ? zo | N. 
Bet. A fine Gentleman I will aſſure you, Madam, dreſfs'd in Scarlet em- 
broider'd wich Gold and Silver. 7 ag an 
Bel. How long did he ſtay? A iv 
Bet. About an Hour : my maſter call'd for a Glaſs of Wine, after which he 
went away; and I find by his man that his Name is Jaſon, a Brigadier in the 
Army, and I aſſure you, Madam, he put a Guinea into my Hand. f 
Bal. My dear Pappa, How have you done this Afternoon? my Couſiny give 
their Service to you, and hope to ſee you before long. " #5 ay 
Mer. You have help'd me, Daughter, to a very diſagreeable, Viſſtant this 
Afternoon. | — M. 
5k That's very ſurprizing ! Sir, I aſſure you I never ſpoke to any ſuch 
aIncantc, — 11 a N 15 
Mer. It was done, Daughter, by your going to the Opera. 


B 2 Bel. More 


tr words 
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Bel. More ſurprizing ftill ! Sir, I had your Conſent in going, and do aſſure 
ou that I ſpoke not one Word to any man at the Opera: I pray, my dear 
appa, unfold this Riddle to me. 

Me. The Gentleman told me he ſaw you there, and was thereby paſſionate- 
ly ſurprized; nay, wounded. 

Bel. Wonderful! I underſtood by my maid that he was a military Gentle- 
man; that, Sir, is my perfect Averſion; I would not accept the higheft Offi- 
cer in King GEORGE's Army. : 

Mer. He told me that he is a Brigadier, gave me his Name, and told me 
his Circumſtances; and reſolves to come when you are at Home. 

Biel. I pray, Sir, put that off, and let him not ſee me. * 

Mer, I have endeavour'd what I can, and ſhew'd my Averſion to it; he 
Mill preſſeth to have a ſight of you, Daughter; but as you deſire the contrary, 
I will endeavour to put him by without ſeeing you, if 1 can ; and don't you 
come unleſs I call you. 

Bel. You may depend upon that, Sir; and a great many Thanks. 

Me. ] go out upon Buſineſs to morrow ; let Dinner be ready by Twelve 
a-clock. 

Bel. My Father goes out at Twelve a-clock, Betty, and yon muſt be ſure to 

ne your Beef, that it may be ready by that time, and get your Garden- 

uff ready. 

Mer. I am pleas'd with your marketing this Week; it's excellent Beef, 
Daughter 1 believe it will be late before I come Home. 
#in | P N. 

Bel. Now, Betty, after you have din'd, be ſure to clean the Parlour, and - 
=P me to my Work, and I will work with you in the Parlour. 

-» Bet. Your Work, madam | Now I ſhall clean the Parlour with Pleaſure, 

having your good Company; and now, madam, if you will not be angry 

with me, I'll tell you my Dream laſt Night. 2 

Bel. Very well, Berty. 

Ber, In my firſt Sleep, madam, I was ſurprizingly pleaſed at the ſight of 

the ſplendid Gentleman that was here Yeſterday, which I thought viſibly ap- 

peared to me. . X 

Bel. I hope, Betty, you will tell me the whole of your Dream: Had you no 

Thoughts of his man? | 

Bet. I muſt confeſs, madam, that the maſter did bring the man into my 

Thoughts; How could | help my Dream. | 

Bel. But you don't tell me what Effect the ſight of the man had upon you; 
Imo the fight of the maſter was a Golden Dream. | 


W 4 - 


N 
. 


. 
: 

2 
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Bet, I muſt be plain with you, madam, in my Sleep the man was the moſt 
delightful Sight. | 
Bel. I think ſome body's at the Door, Berry. 


Enter Jaſon. 


Fa. I hope no Surprize, Lady: Having waited upon your Father Yeſterday 
when you was not at Home, and being civilly treated, I told him I would 
ſoon wait upon him again. 

Bel, My Father, Sir, is gone out this Afternoon. 


Ja. The fairer the Opportunity, Lady, in your Favour ; the Deſign of that 


Viſit being only to make way for my Addreſſes to your Ladyſhip, as 1 
preſume (in great Submiſſion) your Father hath given you ſome Account. 

Bel. I muſt be very plain with you, Sir, and give you my Father's Words 
in that Caſe ; he told me I had help'd him to a diſagreeable Viſitant. 

Ja. That, madam, can have no other meaning than the different Habit 
between Merchandize and a military Life. 
Bel, 1 believe, Sir, your Treatment otherways was not ſo kind as you men- 
tion. 

Je, I aſſure you, Lady, he gave me a Glaſs of Wine, and I drank your 


. 


Health-—But why, Lady, this fencing at firſt ſight, when the Spring of the 


whole Affair centers in the Beauty of your commanding Face; I never ſau 
you but that Night at the Opera, nor had Lever heard of your Father; my 
Circumftances are not mean; I was a Gentleman born, and believe may be 
admitted with ſome Ladies of Fortune ; but you are the Lady that have darted 
me, and gave me the Waund. 

Bel, You gave my Father a particular Account of thoſe Affairs, and he 
gave you the moſt convincing Arguments that he could think of, to ſtop your 
Proceedings; and indeed told you that he would never give his Conſent; I 
am not only fully reſolved never to do any thing without his Conſent; but 
this Affair is more my Averſion than his. 

Ja. Pray, Lady, don't kill me at firſt ſight, but conſider if this Paſſion of 
mine ſprang from the commanding Power of your Face, as I aſſure you with 
the greateſt Sincerity it did, and as you have a great deal of Reaſon to believe 
it, by the guidance of it hitherto, and that I have had no Reſt in my Mind 
from the firft time I ſaw you; I can't think, Madam, but theſe Conſiderations 
muſt be motives of ſome Pity, nor can | believe a hard Heart can be ſhelter'd 
under ſo many excellent Lines of Beauty, and ſo pleaſing and commanding 


2 Aſpect, I aſſure you, you are to me the moſt agreeable Lady that I ever 
w. 


1 


N 
[ 
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Bel. I am too ſenſible of my own Imperfections, Sir, to come into a Belief 
of your Oratory ; and I rather think if there is any thing in it, it was 
only an unlucky Glance that you took at the Opera by Candle-light, and 
that you are now convinc'd of your Error; and to put an end to the 

- whole matter, as my Father hath frankly told you his mind, I beg you lay 
aide. the Thoughts of it, and give yourſelf no farther Trouble, I neither can, 
upoa the account of my Father, or will, upon my own account give you the 


leaſt Encouragement. 
Je. Then, Madam, as your Father gave me a Glaſs of Wine, let me beg 


of you a Diſh of Tea; Paſſion's dry. | 
Del. I will, Sir, if you will give me no farther Trouble — Betty, Put on the 
Tea · kettle Do you drink Green or Bohea ? 8 


Ja. I like Green beſt. 
Bel. You muſt give me leave to aſſiſt a little in the making it. 


Exit. 


Enter Betty with the Tea-Table and Diſhes. 


J. Ha'n't Dovus help'd you, Bett ? N 
Be. The wrong way, Sir — The Tea will ſoon be ready —l believe 


you want my Miſtreſs, Sir. 
Enter Belinda. 


Ja. I have had a Dialogue with your maid Betty, Madam. 
Bel. My maid, Sir, hath Tongue enough: I wiſh you ha'n't amus'd her, that 
* ſhe ſmokes the Tea-Water, that's my Doubt Betty, fill ſome Water, — 
S 7 thank I find what I fear d———This Water is ſmoky, Betty, 
| Ja. Now, Madam, I plainly ſee you only try what Betty will anſwer ; the 


Tea is excellent good; and I think you are happy in a Maid: I am only 
afraid ſhe will amuſe my man Dawes. | 

Bel. Fetch in ſome more Water, Betty, 

Je rarely drink above three Diſhes, madam, and 7 think I have drank 


tour. . 
Bal Take away, Betty, and give ſome to and now, Sir, I deſire you 


to excuſe me, and give yourſelf no farther Trouble, 
\ 4 Dear madam, you have given me a minute or two more by your Kind- 
neſs to my man: I can't go without him: and give me leave to improve that 
c little Time in aſſuring you that I can't live in your Diſpleaſure, nor expreſs 
che Power of my Paſſion. Believe it, madam, theſe are not Words of Courſe. 


Pray give my Service to your Father, and I will wait upon him in two or _ 
ays, 


A CO M E D V. 7 


Days, as I told him, in hopes that upon farther Thoughts, and his enquiry 
into my Circumſtances, his mind may alter ſomething in my Favour. 
Bel. 1 can't give you the leaft Encouragement, Sir, and hope you will give 
me no farther Trouble. | | r 
Ja. I have aſſured, your. Father that 7 will act nothing but with Honour, 
madam, give me leave to ſtruggle for my Life, and only believe that I have a 


real Kindneſs for you. 
Exit, 


Kater Merlin. 


Mer. How have you done, my dear Daughter, this Afternoon. 

Bel. As you, Sir, ſurpriz'd me Yeſterday, 1 have now to tell you, Sir, as 
my maid Betty was cleaning the Parlour, and I at work, in came your diſagtee- 
able Viſitant the Brigadier. | 1 

Mer, I find that this Affair hath taken ſome Light, and had a little account 
of the Gentleman, which may be as he repreſented it, but the Thoughts of it 
is a very great Trouble to me. Took, 

Bel. Pray, Sir, be eaſie in your mind, 1 will never do any thing to your 


Diſſatisfaction: The Gentleman was very civil, and I deſired him in as plain 


Terms as ever you have done, to lay aſide all Thoughts of it, and never give 


me any farther Trouble; he only deſired of me a Diſh of Tea, which I 


thought I could not refuſe, gave his Service to you, telling me that he would 
wait upon you in a ſhort time, and ſo fil'd off. No military man ſhall ever 
prevail wich me; that, Sir, is my ſteady Reſolution ; ſo that when he comes 
next, you may put an end to it; I believe he will be here ſpeedily. 
Mer. Upon this frank and generous Declaration, my dear Daughter, don't 
you come into his Company unleſs I deſire you. © r- 
Bel. You may depend upon that, Sir; and 1 hope I ſhall have no farther 


Trouble. "NA 

A Exit Belinda; 
Enter Jaſon. 

Ja. Not fiffling you at Home Yeſterday, I came the ſooner to wait upon 


you, Sir, in hopes that you had informed yourſelf of the Particulars I then 
gave you, and had ſome milder Thougtts in my Addreſs to your Daughter; 
and as {then told you of my Paſſion by the fight of your Daughter at the 
Opera, I am now fully ſatisfied that I was not deceived in my information, 
of the Perſon; but to my greater Surprize and Admiration, by the ſight ** | 
nly be 
mine, 5 


now I am ſtruck wich a deeper Wound, and Fyramuss Fate muſt certai 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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mine, if 1 can't obtain the Lady; tho' let my Fate be what it will, I will ne- 
ver take any diſagreeable way either to you or your Daughter in obtaining 
her, but fall as a Monument of her Beauty, as he did by his Sword, by the 
paſſionate Love of Tbisbey. | 
Mer. I am confirmed in my Reſolution, Sir, in not marrying my Daughter 
as yer, and can never reconcile my ſelf to marry her to any military Officer; 
2 1 I muſt be plain with you, and deſire you not to preſs it any 
arther. 

Fs. Theſe are hard Lines, Sit and muſt I not ſee your Daughter. 
Mer. My Daughter hath declared her perfect Averſion to a military Gentle- 
man, that ſhe would not accept the greateſt Commander in the King's Army. 

Js. 1 wiſh, Sir, you could put me in a way to eaſe this my Paflion ; you 
tell me that your Daughter hath a perfect Averſion to all military Affairs, and 
will not — 2 the greateſt Commander in the King's Army; will you give 
me Leave to be ſatisfied in that from your Daughter's own Lips, Sir. 

Mer. I will, Sir, on this ſtrict Condition, that you will then totally deſiſt 
and be ſatisfied. 


74. I hope, Sir, you will not confine me to this ſhort Period of Time; if 


you will allow me one Viſit more, I will, upon Honour, come into the Con- 
tract, be my Fate what it will. P 
Mer. I will herein rely upon your Promiſe. 


Exit Merlin. 


Enter Belinda: 


- Fe. I am now, Lady, come to a Contract and Agreement with your Father, 
by mutual conſent, and I take my Life to be in the ſame hazard as Damacles was 
at the Dainties of Dionyſiu:'s Table, when an intenſe Sword hung over his Head 
by an Horſe-hair. A ſhort Death in this Caſe will be better than a ling ring 
one. Your Father told me that you had a perfect Averſion to a military Of- 
ficer, that you would not accept the greateſt Commander in the King's Army. 


Upon a full Satisfaction in this ſingle Point from your ewn Lips, Lady, allow- 


ing one Viſit more after this, I have agreed upon Honour to reſt ſatisfied, and 
40 give no farther Trouble. | | 
Bel. What! more Surprizes ſtill in this perplex'd Affair! my Father in the 
firſt place told me I had help'd him to a diſagteeable Viſitant, at which I was 
. Rrangely ſurprized, until he unfolded that Riddle: You have now another 
Riddle, which | take to be like the Sieve of the Daughters of Danse, who 
are filling it with Water, which can out as faſt as it came in; ſo there, Sir, 
ou are in no Danger. Thus I have been in a miſ-maze thro' the whole 


e of Affairs. And pray, Sir, what are you at now ? 
; | 74. Your 
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Fe. Your Father, madam, told me that you had a perfect Averſion to all 
military Employments, and that you would not accept the greateſt Com- 
mander in rhe King's Army. | | 

Bel. I muſt own the Truth of that, Sir; and ſince you now preſs me, I 
will give you my Reaſons upon which this my. Opinion is fix'd ; I will never 
marry any man that I have not a real Kindneſs for; and 1 am well aſſured 7 
ſhould never be eaſie when he was in danger of his Life in a Battle; and al- 
tho' you, Sir, may value yourſelf upon many Eſcapes, the ſucceſsful Achilles 
was at laſt wounded, tho' all his Body was invulnerable except his Foot; and 
indeed, Sir, I ſhould not like half a Husband, pardoning the Expreſſion- 

Fa. By this generous and frank Declaration of yours, madam, a Spark of | 
Light is darted into my Breaſt behind the dark Cloud of this my prefling Paſ- | 
ſion, and as I now ſee the very Point of my misfortune, I can't contain the 
Joy of my mind in the View and Poſſibility of my Relief. „ 

Bel. What! more Surprizes ſtill: Pray, Sir, what is this ſudden Alteration 
that appears to you, 1 1 | 

Ja. madam, I have but one Brother, and he hath perſwaded me theſe two 
or three Years to quit my military Employment, and to find out ſome other 
way to employ my money now in the Funds, telling me that he don't like the 
Security; that 1 was deſigned by my Friends for a merchant ; and I find. by 
your Father that a merchant is his View for you: I have wrote a preſſing 

tter to my Brother to come up to my Aſſiſtance in this perplexed Amour of 
mine, and he will be in Town to Night, and it will be to him a very pleaſing 


Errand to wait upon your Father when he ſhall propoſe all this to him, and 


endeavour to bring my money into merchandize, and thereby your Father's 
Deſire may be anſwered. I am now glad of my Contract with your Father, 
if this Point, madam, will give you the leaſt Satisfaction Put an end, or 
let me put an end to my Life at once. EY - de 

Bel. J believe, sir, you will think twice before you part with Two thou- 
ſand Pounds a Lear - + LOO A 

Fa. Dear Belinda, Het me (cloſe your Lips with a Kiſe, and ſtop that Sen- 
tence of yours, in an Afﬀſugapte that Ten thouſand Pounds a Year would not 
do it ; and I will with the greateſt Pleaſure unrobe, my ſelf to the very Skin, to 
win your Favour, 0 id | 

Bel. By theſe voluntary Conceſſions of yours, joyn'd with your paſſionate 
Expreſſions, I am (to uſe your own Words) darted with a little Satisfaction 
in your ſincere Kindneſs ; and could your Brother in this Affair but give my 
Father Satisfaction, it would be the Ariadne's Thread that was likelieſt to give 
you Satisfaction. ; 

4, My Brother will be ready to uſe his beſt. Endeavours with your Father, 


madam, as he hath preſt me to it _ two or three Years ; I aſſure you, be 
a ſhay 


4 
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ſhall not want Encouragement from me. And now, my dear Belinda, fix me 
in a little Certainty of your Favour, as by this Contract with your Father it 
is now in your Power. _ 1 As : bag 
Bel. I muſt now tell you, Sir, that you preſs me teo hard, and cram things 
down my Throat, which in due time probably may be ſwallowed with Plea. 
wwe. Let your Brother try what he can do with my Father, and 7 will un- 
boſom my ſelf to him a little in your Favour; I think I have made you too 
great Conceſſions in ſo ſhort a Time, and (to fpeak in a military way) the 
giving up this Line ought to have coſt you two Campaigns more; and you 
have one more good by Contract with my Father. | a, Ok 
74. I will not add one Word more; and ask Pardon, if I have done any 
thing to the Diſpleaſure of my dear Belinda, i DSP 20 20g hl 
Bel. I will give you, if you chink beſt, a Glaſs of Wine, and ſo depart, 
without takin „ Prey to my Father. | : | 
3. I like that Motion, madam. 5 . 
|. Betty, bring a Glaſs of Wine And in this Glaſs of Wine be aſſured 
that tho* this Propoſal of yours gives me a little Satisfaction, that I can never 
act any thing in the Diſpleaſuce of my Father. Beſure let your Brorher come 
git and try fim . my Service co on your Brother's Health. 
Fa. Lam in Sincerity yours — . e 


| j 
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| 
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Exit Jaſon: 
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find my Brocher (who hath gone through the Sieges of Liſe, Tewrnay and N 
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Ester Sir Arthur 5 is 4 Countrey Gentleman 5 Habit. 


152 Y a prefling Letter that 1 received from my Brother, | 
PE came to London, and am now ſent by him to wait up 
on you, Sir. — 420 

Merlin. Pray take a Seat and fit down, Sir. 
— Sir Ar. That, Sir, is very agreeable 1 rode fi 
miles Yeſterday, and I will loſe no time, Sir, before I tell you my Errand. 


mure) is now ſo hard ſet in the intricate diege that he lend i rouny by the Bea 


ty of your fair Daughter, that he hath ſent to me for Aſſiſt 
Mer. I remember an inftance in Ovid, Sir, wherein he — that Eu 
had a greater Power than Mars in the Caſe of Phebys and Daphne. | 
Sir Ar. Vou could never have given a more lively inftance of my Brothe 
Caſe, Sir. Phebus's Paffion is exactly his, and your Daughter as Dopbne; but 
T remember that Story, Sir, and, as my Brother tells me, the Cafe quite di 
fers berween Daphne's Father and you, Sir. Daepbne deſites her Father that fh 
might enjoy perpetual Virginity, Da mibi perpetua, genitor cariſſime, virgins 
frei ; and urgeth it from the Example of her Grandfather, that granted it 
Diana 1 Tic Father refuſeth this, and was of. Pbabus's fide, Generum mibi filia debe 
My Daughter, you owe me a Son- in- Law Debes mibi nata nepotes, Lou e 
me Grandchildren: And ſtill an Lage oh men eſſe veta 


Tout Beauty forbids your Requeſt. | 
N F C 2 | | Mer, Le 


wp 
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Mer. You are a ounger man than 7, Sir, and remember thoſe things bet: 
r Do you ſmoke Tobacco ? —— Let's diſmiſs that Subject at preſent. 
Sir Ar. I ſmoke if you do, Sir. 


Mer. Bring in ſome Pipes and Tobacco, Betty, a Wax Candle, and a Bot- 


e of Wine Il have nothing but Lisbon for you. 
Sir Ar. We drink nothing elſe We are are not able to buy French —— 
de Taxes run away with the Money — What do you Merchants mean to 
o with us, our Wool is ſunk to nothing. en 

Mer. Trade, Sir, muſt take its own Courſe———— Fill out ſome Wine, 
etty, my hearty Service to you, Sir. 

Sir Ar. A Glaſs of good Wine and good Tobacco 
entlemen muſt ſtoop to you en in the Article of Wine. 


Mer. That's your Pleaſure, Sir. 
Sir Ar. Now I have ſmoak 
louth, may I ask the Favour of you to ſee your fine Daughter. 
Mer. Betty, deſire your miſtreſs to come into the Parlour, 


Enter Belinda. 


- * 
: * . 
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amo 1 3298 6 9462 1647 nil; 41 
Sir Ar; Do you fay that this Lady is not Eighteen? © - 

Mer. She wants ſome-Weeks of ic. 1-901 12] * | | 
Sir Ar, She is a compleat Lady of that Age. —- And now, Sir, Iwill drink 
ne Glaſs of your excellent Lisbon, and lay before you briefly the Subſtance of 
y Meſſage. —— My: Brother tells me that he hath laid before you his Cir- 
utmſtance; and defired me to make you this Propoſal : That he will ſettle 
ven hundred Pounds a Year Jointure upon your Daughter, the two hundred 
otnds a Year that he had from his Father, and five hundred to be immediate- 
purchaſed by money now in the Bank and South-Sea Company; and that 
s will immediately put into your Hands Ten thouſand Pounds, to be added 
your Daughter's Fortune, without enquiring what that is, and this to be 
mploy'd in Merchandize ; and that he will (as 1 have deſired him theſe two or 
nee Years) quit his Commiſſion; and by your'Fayour (as he was deſigned for 
Merchant, and muſt have ſerved ſeven Years, and hath now been in the 
my but ten ears) it may be a happy Turn of Affairs. nünusc % 
Mer. This Deſign of yours in giving up the Commiſſion, which was my 
verſion, as ell as my Daughter's, I find now hath had a little Effect upon 
* vi S 2 my 


We Countrey 


a Pipe, and drank a Glaſs of Wine to waſh my 
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my Daughter; and as you a 2 Sir, to be a good Countrey Gentleman, I 
will conſider of your Propoſal : But I muſt tell you, Sir, there's a vaſt differ- 
ence in the Profit of merchandize to what it really was; and I think we mer- 
chants muſt all turn military men, if it hold long as it is. | 
Sir Ar. That, Sir, will be the Subſtance of our next meetin That 
which 1 now (in great Submiſſion) ask, is, your Admittance of my Brother 
to Wait upon the fine Lady your Daughter. | 
Mer. That, Sir, as the Caſe now ſtands, can't in reaſon be deny'd. 
Sir Ar. I will now take my Leave; and 7 ſhall be co my Brother the Dove 
with the Olive Branch, 7 : 
| Exit Sir Arthur. 


Enter Belinda. 


Mer. This Gentleman, Daughter, has laid before me ſome Propoſals, which 
I have promiſed him to conſider of—it's a weighty matter, Daughter, 
This was done upon conſideration that I found his giving up his Commiſſion 
had a little prevailed upon you. | | } | 

Bel. 1 muſt own that, and ask your Pardon, if I have done amiſs; but I 
will aſſure you, Sir, that in that little Conceflion I made the ſtricteſt Reſerve 
that I would do nothing againſt your liking, which Iwill never depart from. 

Mer. I have given Conſent that the Brother be admitted into your Com- 
pany, and I hope you will act with Diſcretion. = 

Bel. If 1ftick, Sir, to the ſtrict Reſerve of your liking, which I now a ſe- 
cond time promiſe, I hope I ſhan't err. | 
| Exit Belinda. 


bend 


Enter Jaſon 


| 7 — 1 ur upon you now, Sir, with my Brother's, Thanks for your laſt 
Mer. Your Brother, Sir, appears to be a good Countrey Gentleman, and a 
true Friend of yours; I have promis'd him to conſider of the Propoſals that 
ou deſired him to lay before me, which is all at preſent that I can ſay to you. 
believe you had rather have the Company of my Daughter... 
. | 64 Hog. | | ki Exit Merlin. 


Enter Belinda. 


Ja, Now, madam, my Heart hath its free motion, by the Kindneſs of my 
Brother, who hath obtained a little upon your Father in my Fayour, and I 


hope now you'll II can't expreſs my ſel. de kind. | 
er n TAS. "IE AIDE | , Bel. You 


| 
| 


bas and it's the la 
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| Bt" You! have kind Brother, Sit, ard-T think chte efdeft in Courtftip, as 


| he is in 2 
er Admiration of you, if poflible, than my ſelf, and if fe Had not had a 


he hath a little prevailed with my Father in your Favour. 
F. I have a fair return in that Point to make to your Ladyfhip 


hi 


Lady, the Caſe had been as Marcus and Portius in Cato, we had rivabd each 


.other. 
Bel. I hope, Sir, you don't think you have got an entire ViRory, 
| Jo All in homble Submifſion to my dear Belinda. 6 
| Then I affure Fu, you ſhan't get an inch of Ground more this Cam- 
you have by Compact with my Father. 
#. If you will not let me go forward, I hope I may preſume that your Fa- 
vour will not decline, that indeed will immediately ſink me into Deſpair. 
Bel. I reſolve to bar Courtſhip this Campaign, Sir, and will give no Anſwer 
to any thing of that kind. | | 
| 175 How many Kiſſes an Hour pray, madam, will you then give me? 
© Bel. As you told me ſome time fince, that 1 did not underſtand my own 
Merit, I begin now to act accordingly, and will be very fhy in diſpenſing my 
Favours: You ſpeak of Kiſſes in the Plural Number, and I will not agree to 
the Singular Pray, Sit, ha'n't your Brother a Lady, pray tell me ſome- 


thing in that Affair. 


2. My Brother, madam, hath a Lady, with whom he had Ten thouſand 
Pounds, a very agreeable Lady, but not ſhineingiy handfome. . | © 
Bel. Win me be in Town this Seffion of Parliament: 


757 Beſure, Madam, may I be fo happy as to win your Favour. 
Bel. 


a 1 fee now how much you value my Words: did not I bar Courtſhip; 
ir? 
Je, It's true, madam-: but my Paſſion is as the Loadſtone to the North-Pole, 
1 cad't divert it from that Center. ee 
Bel. I muſt now tell you, Sir, you act in too great a Paſſion. Did not I 
tell you that you cram things down my Throat, which poſſible, in due time, 
may be ſwallowed with Pleaſure; I think I have granted too much for fo ſhort 
'a time, the Line yon got by your voluntary giving up your Seen 
to have coſt you two Campaigns more. Pray be eaſie, and ſee how ybur Bro- 


ther can prevail with my Father, to whom I have unboſom'd my ſelf in your 


Favour; be eaſie at preſent, and as you once deſited a Diſh of Tea, what will 
you ſay to that with ſome Bread and Butter. 
J. I readily agree to any thing that is agreeable to my dear Belinda, but 
with this Condition, as you ſee me barr'd in Conttſhih, - that you ſhall not go 
out to make it, but leave it wholly to your Maid Bett7. 
Bel. A Grand Favour indeed! my maid Betty will de very ready at your 
Service Do yęu hear, Betty, do you put on the Tea-Kettle, and cut er. 
| re 
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bread and butter immediately, and bring it me, and then, Sir; 1 will diſmiſs 
you to your brother, he may want your Company more than 7, | 

Ja. There can be no ObjeRion in your Kindneſs ro my Brother, madam, . 
who (I believe) will wait upon your Father to morrow-—And I can't for- 
get your Reflection upon me W 

Bel. Are you not bart'd in that Particular, Sir —— Come, Betty, let us 
ſee your Skill — bring the bread and butter, and fill aur ſome Tea, and 
offer it at your iſcretio ß. | = 4 

Bet. You puzzle me now, madam, pray which muſt 7 give it to. 

Bel. I leave that to your Diſcretion, Betty. 1 

Bet. 1 will give it the Gentleman then, in hopes of his good Word to — 

Ja. That certainly is the right Point; and if my man Dawus ſhould be other- 
wiſe engaged, my Kindneſs may be the more extenſive ſome other way. 

Bet. If that be the caſe, I ſhall give him a ſour Look when 1 go out. [Afde.. 
1 hope you like the Tea, Sir——and Iwill depend upon your Honour, Sir. 

Ja. Very well, Betty——and the bread and butter admirable good, 

Bel. Take away your Things now-—and I will not complain, having 1 be- 
lieve met with a choak Pear. LAſide. I pray, Sir, give my Service to your 
Brother, and now file off. | 

Ja. You delight very much in ſhort Sentences, madam, this time. 

Bel. Was your Tea ſweet, Sir, you can't then complain. 

Ja. I can't think but theſe lowings of Wit tend to my Advantage ——<- 
Give me a Kiſs, and I will depart. | 22 as iether 
Bel. 1 79 5 in reaſon deny that, Sir, two being your due by Cqntract. 

Je. * "a me, Lady; if you won't forgive me that blot, I can never for- 
give I a 2 

Bel. Pray, Sir, make the beſt of your way, being forbid Courtſhip, that 
hall be your Excuſe. . - . 7 | 5 1 1 

Fo. That's more loading ſtill, according to my own deſire 1 will ſpeak 
not one Word more. hob way 2990 n e aw 3 

Exic Iaſo 
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* The End of the Second ACT, 


ACT 
» a ——— _— wad 


| Ja AST 
Sede 


See 


ACT II. 
The SCENE Continued, 


Enter Sir Arthur. 


J Wait upon you now, Mr. Merlin, in a greater Freedom 
ok mind, and we are in another poſture at my brother's. 
= 1 will ſay nothing of Service, he will ſoon be here; I 
only now come to treat with you upon the Article of 
| Comerce, that hath been very much in my mind ſince 
I left you laſt, | I bo 

Mer. You are a pleaſant Gentleman, but I muſt tell you, that the Affair of 
Trade requires cloſe Thinking. | 8 

Sir Ar. Very well, Sir; and I hope you don't believe but I think ſo: That 
would be a Reflection as I am a Senator. 

Mer. I believe, Sir, was your Houſe divided in that ſingle Point, I ſhould 
carry it by a great majority, ſo few think of Trade. Ry 

Sir Ar. This, Sir, leads us to the Subject in hand, and I aſſure you I ſhall 


— 
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be glad to be informed; which I hope is a Conceſſion in the Point. 


Mer. Iwill add no more than the Thatcher ſaid to his man, Let us rear the 
Ladder if we can, but firſt let us drink Betty, Do you bring a bottle of Wine 
and ſome Glaſſes, with ſome Pipes and Tobacco. 

Sir Ar. I ſecond the Motion, Sir, fo that can't go back —— Let the De- 


bate come on. 
Mer. We 
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Mer. We may debate leiſurely— Take a Glaſs and ſmoke a pipe but 
the labouring Oar of that Point will lie upon me, if-you allow yourſelf to be 


only: a Scholar. fs wel 
Sir Ar. I will not quite come into that, Sir, only allow you the Preference 
in Swiftneſs, and poſſibly I may help you in a ſhore turn. 

Mer. Let the Hare be put out of her Forme—— my Service to you, Sir. 


Sir Ar. Agreed, Sir——ic's a Glaſs of excellent Wine and good Tobacco. 

Mer. In the firſt place, Sir Arthur, I muſt tell you, that the Wool of this 
Kingdom is the chief Support of our Merchandize, and for proof only cite 
the Wool-ſacks in the Houſe of Lords, and Judge Coke's Opinion, which tells 
us, that nine parts of our Merchandize in ten do come from the Sheeps Backs- 

Sir Ar. I agree to that, Sir I told you I would help you at a ſhore turn. 

Mer, I will then proceed to the Original of our Comerce and Navigation 
Henry the Third being engaged in War with France, and under great Difficulty, 
granted to the Hanſe Towns in Flanders and Germany, for their Aſſiſtance, a 
parcel of Ground called the Stillyard, with a Patent or Chatter to negotiate 
their Merchandize Cuſtom- free; and there was no Diſturbance given them till 
the 15th Year of his Son King Edward the Firſt, a wiſe Prince, who fixt a 
Toll or Cuſtom (upon every Sack of Wool exported) of Forty Shillings,which 
brought in an immenſe Sum, | | 75 

Sir Ar. Pray, Sir How long did this Toll continue? | 

Mer, Only one Year and a half ———But that Prince did many things, ſet- 
led the Entail upon Lands, &c.——but the Kingdom was unhappy in his Son, 
who was dethron'd, and his Son (King Edward the Thicd) ſet upon the Throne, 
who was the Original of our Commerce, by the ſtop of our Wool from Expor- 


tation for a ſhore time; he brought over the Woollen Manufactory from Flax 
ders, and ſer up the Cloathing-Trade in Suſſex and Kent, fix'd a mT, Cupon the 
ix Shillings 


Wool exported) of Ten Shillings a Sack to be paid by Aliens, and 
and Eight Pence by his own Subjects. 


Sir Ar. Pray, Sir, Was not that an Alien Duty? _ * 

Mer. Very plain Sir and he ſome time after (for one Year) laid a Toll 
of fifty Shillings a Sack on Wool, had the ninth Sheaf of Corn, the ninth Fleece, 
and the ninth Lamb; but the greateſt thing that he did for England, was his 
eſtabliſhing of a Grand Mart at Calais, which he obtained by chole Taxes, 
to which he confin'd all the Wool of his Dominions to be carried by his own 
Subjects, and his own Ships, which eftabliſhed our Navigation. | | 

Sir Ar. Indeed, Sir, 1 remember in ſome of ur Hiſtories, that he appeared 
on the Coaſts of France with eleven hundred Sail of Ships a good ſhort 


: 


Y * 


Turn, Sir——1 pray one Glaſs. | | | | 
Aer, Very well, Sir; 1-like, your motion, having a very. melancholy Sto 
next ——— The Ground that he gor. was all loſt in the Reign of his * 


. 
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fon Richard the Second, the Mart at Calais overthrown by the Bribery of the 
Stillyard with the Miniſters of State, he being in his Minority; and ſoon af- 
ter he came toAge was dethron'd,and Henry the Fourth ſet up in a wrong Line, 
which continued to Henry the Fifth and Sixth, which kept up ſuch great Divi- 
ſions between the Houſes of York and Lancaſter, that nothing could be done for 
the Benefit of the Kingdom, and the Stillyard Merchants carried on the whole 
of our Merchandize until King Heu the Seventh, who gave an extraordinary 
Turn to our Merchandize, put on Alien Duties by the ſecond Law that he 
made, firialy to be paid by all that were not natural-born Subjects; and then 
made a ſtrict Law, That all Merchandize ſhould be entred in the true Own- 
er's Name, upon Forfeiture of the Goods and Impriſonment, and Fin'd at the 
King's Pleaſure; and then eftabliſhed a Company of Merchants, and granted 
them a Charter to trade to Zealand, Brabant and Flanders, excluſive of all others, 
and eſtabliſhed their Mart at Antwerp, which ſoon made his Kingdom flouriſh, 
Sir Ar. I remember, Sir, in ſome of our Hiſtories, that he left in the Trea- 
fury at his Death One Million Eight hundred thoufand Pounds, which was 
an immenſe Sum at that time, the Ounce of Silver being current at no more 
than ory Tenge, as it is now with us at ſixty Pence——1 hope, Sir, you will 
take this for more than a ſhort turn. | 8 | 
Mer. I will go on, nat doubting yaur Patience — it's a melancholy Story— 
Next his Son (Henry, the Eight) coming to the Throne in a full Treaſury, as 
you obſerve, ' and being in bis Reign inclin'd a little too much to the Fair 
Sex, the Merchants of che Stillyard, by their Bribes to the Ladies, and other 
Ways, got their Merchandize again, which was effectually recovered in the 
Reign of his Sop, King Edward the Sixth, the Stillyard Merchants Charter 
overthrown, and rhe Merchaot-Adventurers eftabliſhed in that Trade, which 
Tirle was given them by his Grandfather King Henry the Seventh ; they were 
farther encouraged by en Elizabeth, who. added Germany to this Charter, 
and by the ſtop of our Wool brought over the Howblons, the Lethelliers, the 
ee 1 
Sir Ar. You have now, Sir, brought me into my own Knowledge, I onc 
courted one of the Lecheltiers, which I think, Sir, had been a good Name, if 
I bad gain'f the Lady — but be that as it 1 „ whey 
Mer. I go on- — - All Hiftories a N Elizabeth's Reign was 
flourifhing———And now let uz ruth our Thoug ts (being come pretty near. 
time of Remembrance) upoꝑthe ! Ari of King James the Firſt and King 
Charles the Firft, during which H. t one keen Act was made for the Be- 
nefit of Trade, büt much otherwiſe: He in the firſt place gave 4 Liberty to 
export our Wool, obtained (as 1 beli ve) by the Bribes and Intereſt of Holland, 
and by that all Trade ſank, aud (7% rink) was the Occaſion of the Fate that 
followed. There was great Encouragement given to Trade by Oljver, 8 % 
_—_T” | | unk 
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funk in the beginning of King Charles II. A breach was made upon one part 
of the Charter of the Merchant - Adventurers of England, which Title Queen 
Elizabeth gave them; and in the 25th of his Reign Alien Duties were taken 
off by Act of Parliament from all our Woollen Manufactures exported. | 
Sir Ar. Pray, Sir, by what Intereſt was that obtained I believe, Sir, you 
now want a Glaſs. - © | ie 621, 8D 2.2 
Mer. Do you then fill i. Go on It is plain to me, by the Intereſt of 
France and Holland united, as it was Equally their Intereſt. 
Sir Ar. By this View Sir, my Service Sicoeſs to the Merchan- 
dize of Great Britain. | | 
Mer. Does your Patience yet hold out. I heartily pledge you, and will 
0 on — Had King James ſtuck to his Intereſt in Trade us he did, and let 
lone l fay no more la the Revolution all our Merchandize to Han- 
ers, Germany and Holland was wholly thrown open, and our Factories in thoſe 
Parts were wholly ſunk ——in the latter part of King William's Reign a Bill 
came from Holland,” which took off all Duties from our Woollen Manufactures, 
which, with the Daties taken off before; hath leſſen'd the Revenue of che 
Crown Two hundred thouſand Pounds a Year, and our Merchandize to thoſe 
Parts wholly devolved into the Hands of Hamburgbers, Handerłim and Hollander, 
which I take to-be the opening of Pandora's Box. . ; 
Sir Ar. I think, Sir, you have held out to Admiration =—— and I now 
ſeem to want to ſee your fair Daughter Belinda. 
Mer. I aſſure you, Sir Arthur, chat will be eaſily obtained. I think you 
have charm'd us all Betty, deſire your miſtreſs to come into the Parlour. 
oy Exit Merlin. 


Emer Belinda. 


Sir Ar. Having wearied your Father in # pleafant Relation of merchandize 
which ſprung: from the Charms of your Face, in the Wound you gave my 
Brother, Lady, to give him ſome reſpite, and obtain a Pleaſure to my ſelf, I 
deſired the Favour of your good Company, | 

Bel. Your Pleaſure (to uſe your own Words) commands me, Sir——and 
give me leave now to ask how your Lady does the other is old now —— 

that Song is over. : 
Sir Ar. Fhear every Poſt from my Lady, and as conſtantly write to her, 
madam ; and now between you and I, Lady, ſhe begins to think my ſtay at 

London too long that muſt wholly be laid at your door and as your 
Father hath told me, that he thinks he was a little too ſevere with my Brother 
at firſt, and is now willing to make ſome Compenſation; I urge the fame to 
you; madam, that I may give my LAY ſome Satisfaction in my Return. 

| 2 | 
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Bel. I have a very ſnort Anſwer to that, Sir; always reſigning my ſelf to 
my Father's Pleaſure, and am very ready (if my modeſty would «cmit) to ask 
a Favour of you, Sir. 

Sir 47. Can you think, Lady, as Affairs have been carried, but that 1 am 
readier to give, chan you to ask. 

Bel. I can't, I can't do it, fearing thereby that I may err. 

Sir Ar. Pray, Lady, don't hold me thus in ſuſpence. ' 

Bel. If I may not be too bold, Sir, I beg in your next 50 your Lady cha you 
add one Sentence with my humble Service. 

Sir Ar. That, Lady, will be a double Kindneſs to men Excuſe for my 
Stay——but Rill-T7 muſt tell you, that. my Affairs re quite my Return, and Jam 
reſolved, if poſſible, to finiſh this Aﬀair—7 muſt. be concern'd in your Lady- 
ſhip's Settlement my Lady will read the Sentence (giving your Service) 
with a great deal of Pleaſure; and 7 aſſure you, Lady, that you will be a ſhine- 
ing Ornament in our Family, and I can't believe, but to Poſterity in Hiſtory. 
This change of my, Brother's, Affairs may be a means to bring thouſands of 
younger brothers into the fame way, and be a public benefit; and { dare ſay, 
the fair Roſamond did not exceed youreLadyſhip' in n * bolieve be caws 
far ſhort in the Excellencies of the mind. 

" My _ Oe —_ * is Silence; ; and 1 am in due Recheg Yours... 

Or „E e. 
[ d- SY "9 )}; *$1KY 1 


Sir Ar. I have been 8 entertained by "our fair Daughter, and more 
and more admire her Parts—l ſuppoſe you have a Lawyer, Sir, that does 
your Buſineſs, and I muſt deſire you to make an Appointment for my Brother 
and I to wait upon him with Directions for this fine Lady's Settlement, as ſhe 
bath now told me that ſhe is wholly govern'd by your Pleaſure, and as ydu 
have likewiſe expreſsd yourſelf a littſe in my Brother's Fendare in thinking 
that at firſt you was too ſevere upon him. 

Mer. My Lawyer is Don Cenvepance, a graye Gentleman, much concern d 
in Settlements and in Purchaſes of Land. 

Sir Ar. I chen beg of you that he may meet us to morrow in the Afternoon, 
if poſſible, and all things ſhall be brought in readineſs, and then I will have 
another Touch wich you upon merchandize; and F'muſt be a dull Scholar, if 
Lam not improved by the Pains you have already taken. TY 

Mer. You have a commanding Power over us alll 

Sir Ar. That is kind, Sir; I believe my Hrowee wal e waic upon 
your Daughter, and at c preſent 1 an 1.07 Ali; | 

| | be.! 5 Ei. 85 Arber. 
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Enter Jaſon. 
Ja. I am now, Lady, to treat you upon another Foot; I am become a Fas 
vourite with your Father, who hath made an Acknowledgement to my Bro- 
ther, that he thought he was a little too ſevere with me at ficſt. | 
Bel. Very well, Sir, and how then muſt I a& ; you think the labouring Oar 
is now on my ſide — play your Game as you think beſt your brother 
indeed by his Rhetorick hath run me to a ſtand but I think I told you 
once that he was your-elder brocher. 
Ja. He told me likewiſe that you had charm'd him with a Clauſe to go to 
his Lady. ] 4 | 
5 Bil, That, Sir, was to be a Secret between us, and indeed he drew it out of 
my mouth, when my modeſty plainly forbad ir, but I find no keeping a Secret 
between you two brothers. ZI 
1 Fa. You was very unkind to me in ſending my Letter back without opening 
t. ii io: g 21 0 1 ö f 
Bel. My Reſolution then was too firm to be mov'd by any Paper Attempt. 
F. It will ftill be a greater Reflection upon me, if I can't keep place in 
your Favour in a like degree as my brother doth with your Father. 
Bel. And pray, Sir, in that Caſe what do you expect from me? 
J. A clear Satisfaction that 1 may entirely be eaſie, my dear Belinda, | + 
Bel. You: know | can't make any Promiſe, being under a ſtrict Reſerve: to 
my. Father, and if you are ſecurs in that Point, what can make you uneaſie. 
Fa. I can't give any greater Satisfaction in my Kindneſs than I have done, 
my dear Belinda. 

Bet I don't deſire you ſhould, Sir, you very well know I put a bar to Court- 
ſhip ſome time ſince, and was there not true Engliſh in that, Sir —— Your bro- 
ther indeed to day by his Rhetorick put me to ſilence z-and if you can do that, 
Silence (in common Acceptation) gives Conſent. | 2 
J- | know,no way for that, unleſs I cloſe your Lips by killing. 

Bel. Don t ſplit twice upon the ſame Rock, Sir-. | 
N fa. Did not I ask your Pardon, my dear Belinda, for that blot, pra'thee now 

e ſerious * ; 

Bel. What farther Satisfaction can I give you, than you have already? Wilk 

you give me a Promiſe to grant what I ask ? 
J,. Lam entirely at thy Command, and can deny nothing in my Power. 
Bel. But what needs this, when I have given you Aſſurance of my Favour 
already. ahne bathnund, cr a lo SHETTY 2— 
J. As you hereby give me a view of my Happineſs, my dear Bui ſpeak 
me happy in one Word. | * el | 
| | Bel. Then 


OW. 


{ame Tea. 


Father's Health 
my brother is to meet Don Conveyance about your Settlement, which in a 
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Bel. Then I aſſure you, Sir, I can't make you happier than you are; you 
have my Heart already. £1303 wth) 
Fa. Seal that with a Kiſs, and I am happy 
what's thy Requeſt, 7 | 
Hel. That you will quite bury in Oblivion the Loſs of Two thouſand Pounds 
a Year, which you have loſt by gaining this Heart of mine; I wifh that may 
never riſe up to my Diſadvantage, Sir. an | {8 
Fa, I can give no greater Aſſurances in that than I have already done, let 
a mutual Satisfaction on each fide enſue, my dear Belinda, | wi 
Bel. Then now, Sir, tell me what I ſhall treat you with, a Glaſs of Wine or 


and now, my dear Belinds, 


Fa. Madam, I leave that to you. | | . 
Bel. Betty, a Glaſs of Wine, and be ſure you waſh the Glaſſes wel your 
brother was not kind in letting you know that I ſent my Service to his Lady 
—— put down the bottle and Glaſſes, Betty, and you may go out. 
I now refolve to treat you as a Friend, and will drink your brother's and his 
Lady's Health Ycur brother, I aſſure you, is a Man of ſhining Parts. 
Fa. He is indeed my true Friend in this Affair, and hath a real Kindneſs for 
du; and is charm'd more with your Parts than you with his your 
E and now, my dear Belinda, let us think in good earneſt 


few Days will be done I reſolve to bring ſome Patterns of Cloth to you 
to morrow, for you to fix upon a Colour for the 'Merchant's Habit, and will 
bring you five hundred Guineas for Preſents for your ſelf; and if that be not 


Exit Faſon: 


enough, you ſhall have more. 


Enter Don Conveyatice and bis Man. 


Mer. I ſent ſor you to conſult ubout a Settlement for my Daughter, to meet 
a Gentleman that will ſoon be here, and you will then hear his Propoſals. 
Don Con. I ſhall be very glad to do that Service for you, as I have done ma- 
ny others; as I believe it is che weightieſt Affair of your Life, and as I have a 
very great Value for your Daughter Madam Belinda. bans nfs i 


5 Enter Sir Art bur. | 


* 


Sir Ar. T hope I have not made you tarry, Mr. Merlin 1 have all things 
ready to lay before the Gentleman——1 preſume this Gentleman's your Law- 
ver — the Deeds of Purchaſe of the two hundred Pounds a Year, which was 
purchaſed by my Father, and the Money ready in the Bank and South Sea to 
purchaſe five hundred Rounds a Year, which is to be the Lady's as * oY 

| on 
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Don Con. You ſay, Sir, theſe two hundred Pounds a Year were given by 
Will to your Brother, and purchaſed by your Father; I conceive no Difficul- 
ty in ſettling of that, and you ſay you have ten thouſand Pounds to lay out, I 
believe I have a Purchaſe of that Value, a Free-Land Eſtate. 

Sir Ar. If that, Sir, be agreeable to Mr. Merlin, it will be a happy Oppors 
tunity to my Brother, and the Matter will be ſoon ſettled, and for the preſent 
only the Money put into the Hands of Truſtecs for that purpoſe, and Articles 
ſigned ve are ready in every thing, 

Mer. lt muſt be left to the Conſideration of Mr. Don Conveyance, and if 
any Counſel is wanted, it muſt be had. | 

Don Cen. I will be fure, Sir, to take care; I ſuppoſe it muſt be intail'd to 
the firſt, ſecond and third Son, as is uſual; and pray what Conſideration is the 
Marriage Portion? | | 
Sit Ar. That is wholly left co Mr. Merlin, and he is to name it himſelf, and 
we are immediately to bring in ten thouſand Pounds more to add to that For- 
tune, to be employed in Merchandize, which ſhall immediately be done. 

Don Cen. la a few Days I will give an Account to Mr. Merlin, and proceed 
as he directs, 

Sir A. IL hope, Sir, you will put forward what you can as ſoon as you come 
Home ; I wait in Town wholly upon this Affair. 874 

Don Con. You ſhall not wait for me in any thing that is reaſonable. 

| Exit Don Conveyance b 

Sir A. Now, Mr. Merlin one Touch at your Merchandize, and you muſt. 


Mer, I trade to Lialon, Sir, and have there a Pack-houſe, and a Gentleman 
that was my Apprentice, that is my Agent. 
Sir Ar. Pray, Sir, (nat to interrupt you) was not he the Gentleman deſign'd 
for your Daughter ? ; | | 
Mer. Indeed, Sir, it was; and he is a compleat Merchant—1I ſend him all 
kinds of Woollen Goods, and he ſells them. 1 . 
Sir Ar. Pray, Sir, what are your Returns? 1 
Mer. I am for my Eaſe——chiefly Bills of Exchange, and (as Opportunity 
offers) Moidores. - -r am... | | 
Sir Ar. My Brother's Ten thouſand Pounds put into this Trade muſt be a 
good Diverſion for bini. 1 Un nes nf ani at | 
Mer. And it would be good Profit, Sir, if the Trade did not lie open as 
it does to Hamlurg, &c. and all Foreign Merchants now trade upon much 
greater Advantage than we do; and if Aliens Duties were laid on, it would 
help us ſomething——4 Burgher of Hambargh ſends his Linnens, and ſells them 
to goad Profit, with that Money buys our Woollen Manufactures, and ſends 
them to his r and he makes him returns to Hamburgh in 
TOA | Sugar, 


11 —— ˙· iv E — 
o 


24 SwoRDs into ANCHORS. 


Sugar, in which Sale he hath 'a treble Profic— our Ladies here will have no- 
thing but our Plantation Sugars, whereby the Hamburg ber quite puts us out of 
Trade. | l N 
Sir Ar. This is very plain, Sir, and give me Leave this next Seſſion to try 
what I can do to help you. e 6 
Mer, If you do that, you ſhall be my Great Apollo. Exeunt. 
i PS Enter Jaſon. g = | 
Fe. I wait upon you now with the fineſt Pattern of Cloth that I can get for 
you to take your Choice, and here give you five hundred Guineas for Preſents. 
Bel. This great Alteration, Sir, in parting with your Splendor, I am afraid, 
upon Trial, will appear very odd, and am in doubt ſtill whether this Merchan- 
dize will be agreeable, which, if ſo, I am unhappy ; but otherwiſe may be the 4 
2 Woman in the World — but you puzzle me in the diſpoſal of the 
uineas. FT be: | ö 
Fe. my dear Belinda, let not the leaſt doubt reſt on thy mind, as I am entirely 
happy in my Thoughts my Brother is working with the Lawyer to finiſh the 
Settlement; and I beg you in his Favour as well as mine, to put forward: He 
tells me that my Taylor ſhall work Day and Night, and I believe he and the 
Lawyer will be ſoon here, and then that will be the laſt Trouble I ſhall give 
you, my dear Belinda, by your Hand and Seal. | | 
Bel. This Affair I find will be Hurry from the beginning to the end. 
Ja. You know the Saying, Happy is the Wooing that is not and will now 
leave this. | Exit. 
* Eater Sir Arthur, Den Conveyance and bis Man with the Writings. 


Sir Ar. I now wait upon you, Mr. Merlin, with the finiſhing ſtroke, and I 
have taken true Pains. 


Aer. I can't object to any thing if Don Conveyance is ſatisfied. | 

Don Con. I hope, Sir, I have in every thing acted ſecure, and I muſt deſire h 
the Gentleman and Lady to be here when my man readeth it over, by reaſon tl 
they muff ſeal it. | | | 
Sir Ar. I will fetch in the Lady and my Brother. 


17 344 | Exit. 
Enter Sir Arthur, Jaſon and Belinda. DIOS 

Don Con. The firſt Seal is yours, Mr. Merlin, then the Gentleman and Lady, 
then Sir Arthur, and one Label to be left for the other Truſtee. and now 


I hope all things are ſafe. e 8 
Sir Ar. Now, Mr. Merlin, this Affair is happily ended, and I doubt not will 


= be as happy in the Conſequence, and Merlin will be a good Chriſtian Name 
for wy Brother's firſt son. A 36 2 Exsxeunt omnes. 
| | The End of the Third A CT. 


. 
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The SCENE, Jason's Hall. 


Enter Jaſon, and his Man Davus. 


Am now to acquaint you, Davus, that as you have been 
SA with me theſe ſix Years, (and I hope you have made ſome 
3 conſiderable Advantage to yourſelf in that time) and as you 
told me that you was bred up, and ſerved an Apprentice- 
ſhip of Seven Years in the City of Norwich, and believing 
that there will be ſome Encouragement in that Trade, by 
the ſtop put to the wearing of Callicoes, I think it now adviſeable for you to 
have ſome Thoughts of ſetting up your own Trade ] muſt now tell you. 
that my Service is near at an end, and I can ſhew you no farther Kindneſs. 
Davus. All that I have recover'd, Sir, for my ſelf is but one hundred Pounds, 
and that I fear will be too ſlender a Foundation to depend upon. 
Fa. As I have a real Kindneſs for you, Thave ſomething farther to impart 
to you— Lou know, Dawvus, that Meliſſa hath been my Sempſtreſs ever ſince 
you have been with me, and that ſhe hath been ready on all Occaſions to pro- 
vide all my Lionen ; and as you now know that part of her Livelihood will be: 
cut off, and as I have a real Kindneſs for Meliſſa as well as you, I propoſe that 
you make your Addreſſes to her; and to encourage it, I will give you five: 
hundred Pounds a- piece; eight hundred Pounds to be laid out in Land, which 
will purchaſe forty Pounds a Year, which will be a good Subſiſtance, if your 
Trade proves lucky; and Meliſſa is a very _ Needle-woman. 
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Dev. If this, Sir, can be effected, you will be the kindeſt Maſter in the 
World, and the very Thoughts of it make my Heart light, 


Exit Davus. 
Enter Meliſſa in a very odd Habit. 


J.. Pray, Meliſſa, what makes you appear in this diſtracted Dreſs, with 


your Locks thus hanging down, I hope you did not come along the Street in 
this Habit ? | : 
Mel. I had my Riding-hood on, Sir; — but I am quite diſtracted ——7 have 
not ſlept one moment theſe two Nights, or indeed put one bit of bread within 
my Lips, nor can I ſpeak for Tears I now underſtand, that afcer all m 


good Services and Attendance in providing your Linnen, 1 muſt be turn'd off. 


Fa. I can't flatter you, Meliſſa, in that Point — my Affairs are now run- 
ning into another Channel, and I ſhall not have that Occaſion for your Ser- 
vice as I have had; my Linnen now will otherwiſe be provided But 
pray, Meliſſa, what is the ground of this extraordinary Paſſion and Tears that 
you now appear in? | 

Mel. I am diſtracted, Sir! I am quite diſtracted! when I think of my Fide- 
lity co you, and my Diligence in providing your Linnen ; and now the flower 
of my Youth is paſt, I muſt ſtarve. 

Fa. Pray, Meliſſa, let you and I reaſon theſe Matters over calmly You 
know in the firſt place, that you never had any Aſſiſtance from your Friends, 
and that I have been always civil and kind in rewarding all your Services, 
never abated you one Penny in your Bills, but readily paid them —— And 
as to the flower of your Youth, I never hinder'd you in the accepting of any 
good Offer, | 

Mel. The Thoughts of your leaving me breaks my Heart; 1 muſt fink under 
my Grief, or go into Bedlam | have been true and faithful to you, Sir. 

Fa. And can you ſay, Meliſſa, that I have not been true to you, or that ever 
I abated you, or that you have not liv'd handſomely in your Lodgings ever 
ſince you have been wy Sempſtreſs —— it's in yain to multiply Words, or 

erſiſt in this Paſſion——1 have been kind to you, and have kind Thoughts 
or you ſtill- but pray let me not ſee you any more in this Diſguiſe, if. you 
do, it will break off all future Kindneſs; and let me ſpeak with you again to. 
MOrrow. Ti 6 2. 5 14 , 
| Wes ils! Exit Jaſon. 


Enter Davus. 


Dav. I am amaz'd to ſee you in this Diſorder, without any Stays: on, and 
your Hair hanging down-—Pray, Meliſſa, accept my Service in putting up 
thoſe Locks of yours, it quite ſpoils your pretiy Face. «4 8 BT 

Mel. Pray, 
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Mel. Pray, Davus, don't add to my Grief; you know the real Cauſe of it, 
and my Afffiction herein is greater than I can bear. | 

Dav. I am very ſenſible of it, and I aſſure you I will uſe the utmoſt of my 
Endeavours to aſſiſt you The beſt way that I can think of to alleviate 
this Paſſion of yours, is frankly to lay before you my own, and I think mine 
is the worſt of the two my Maſter this very Day told me my Service was 
at an end——and what ſhall I do, Meliſſa lam your Companion in Mi- 
ſery I have this Satisfaction in my own mind, that I have been a true and 
faichful — and will averr (to the beſt of my Knowledge) the ſame of 

ou, Melifla. 
: Mel. If you conſider the Paſſages, Davus, and the kind Uſage that I have 
enjoy'd theſe many Years, you can'c but pity my Condition. 

Dav. You have therein, my dear Meliſſa, given me a favourable Opportu- 
nity of Courtſhip; and if my maſter will put me in the way of living he pro- 
poſes, I dare undertake, that the Kindneſs in ſeven Years to come, ſhall far 
exceed the ſeven Years paſt ; and I can't tell, bur in that time Meliſſa may be 
Mayoreſs of Norwich. 

Mel. Theſe are Gaities too light to ſtick wich me in the Perplexity of mind 
that I am now under, Davus, and you only herein loſe your Breath. 

Dav. Then, Melifla, your Paſſion muſt vent it (elf but I {till hope you 
will conſider, that in this Refuſal of my maſter's Kindneſs both muſt fink, and 
I muſt be unhappy as well as your ſelf ; he having aſſured me, that he will not 
part with a-chouſand Pounds any other way. — | 

Mel. Leave me to my own Thoughts, Davus, at preſent. 

Dav. You muſt then comply with my maſter's Deſire, and let me treat yow 
with what the Houſe affords ; and I ſhall be pleas'd to ſec you in a better dreſs 


at our next meeting. | 


Exeunt.. 


Enter Jaſon * Davus. 


Ja. How go on your Amours with Meliſſa, Dawu ? | 
Dav. I ha't'c yet got one inch of Ground l perſuaded her to take a Glaſs 
of Wine, and ſhe told me ſhe was to wait upon you again to Morrow =—— 
I told her, that if ſhe did not accept your thouſand Pounds, we ſhould be both 
deprived of your Kindneſs— ſhe deſired me to leave her to her own Thoughts.” 
Fa. I am not of your Opinion, Davss, but believe that to be a little yield= 
ing; and you will have an Opportunity to. morrow to beg an account of thoſe: 
Thoughts, and proceed by degrees. 
Dav. To morcow will ſoon come, Sir; and 1 will apply my ſelf as you di- 
rect. | Exit Davus. 
E 2 Enter: 
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Enter Meliſſa. 


Mel. 7 ſhall tire you, Sir, with my Company — but I can't but comply with 
your Commands. | 

Jas. You may eaſily perceive my Deſign herein, Meliſſa, and you are al- 
ways welcome to me I am now certain that Dawws hath a real Kindneſs 
for you but in that ſtill to your own liking-—1 ſhall want a few Hand- 
Kerchiefs, which I defire you to help me to as ſoon as you can, of the ſort 7 


had Iaſt———and now 1 will leave you, Meliſſa, and ſend in Davus. 
Fra ; Exit Jaſon: 


Enter Davus. 


Dv. 1 left you laſt to your own Thoughts, Meliſſa, and made my Com: 
pla int to my maſter ſince, and he is of a different Opinion from mel fear 
I don't gain any ground in your Favour, and he is of Opinion 1 do-——Pray, 


Meliſſu, what are your Thoughts in that? 
Mel. You are pleaſant ſtill, Dawur——but you may depend upon it, I ſhan't 


ſwallow without chewing. FREE 
Dav. And you may depend upon it, my dear Meliſſa, that there is no other 
way of obtaining the thouſand Pounds. | 
Mel. I was never yet in fear, Dawus, of getting a Livelihood. 
Dav. I only put you in mind that you now trifle with my maſter as well as 


Mel. Taſſure you, Dawvus, I have a great Regard to your maſter, and his laſt 
Words in this Affair were, that he would leave me to my own liking. - 

Die. That is, I think, you ſeem to like the thouſand Pounds, and not Davus; 
but I aſſure you, there is no having the one without the other, my dear Me- 
liſſa; and muſt be plain with you now and tell you, that as I have a real 
Kindneſs for you, 1 can't be held any longer in ſuſpence; it's troubleſome to 
me; and I will deſire my maſter to tell you my mind plainly, when you come 
with his Handkerchiefs————and as you tell me you don't fear getting a Live- 
hood, I aſſure you there are more Women in the World than Meliſſa, and in 
my maſter's liking-—1 only leave that to your Thoughts at this time. 

Mel. 1 only in that too defire you to leave me to my own Thoughts 
Now ] perceive whereabouts you are, my Friend Davasr———adicu until the 
Hankerchiefs are ready. : ' | 

Dav. Very well, Meliſſa- Had I been a Stranger to you, this Shyneſs 
might have been born; and had you took any notice of the five hundred Pounds 


wy maſter offers to give you, and made any Acknowledgement thereof, it had 
= been 
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been ſomething, or at leaſt thank'd me for my Kindneſs; but nothing but leave 
me to my own Thoughts, as if you were a Counteſs, or ſome Perſon of Qua- 
lity—— You and I came to London I believe upon the ſame foot, Meliſſa; not 
that I tell you this with any ill Deſign. | | 

Mel. How often have you call'd upon me for things for your maſter, Daun? 
and did you ever ſee me backward in obeying his Command. 

Dav. It's in vain for either of us to reflect upon what is paſt, when it will 
gain no Relief, Meliſſa; and if I can propoſe any thing that will help me in 
my Caſe, will you promiſe to be kind, and act in my Favour as I do in yours. 
Mliel. You know, Davus, I was never unkind to you, but took all Opportu- 

nities in doing you ſmall Favours, when it lay in my way; and have many a 
time mended your Linnen. 7 | 

- Pav. I will now deliver to thee the very Words which my maſter this Day 
told me, and I hope this Affliction of ours will be Semp/on's Riddle, that ſweer 
will come out of ſour— He told me that he had a Kindneſs for you, Melifla, 
as well as me, and that he had duly conſider'd both our Caſes, and would give 
each of us five hundred Pounds, if J could win thy Favour, and advis'd me im- 
mediately to attempt it The very Thoughts of it at firſt View gave, me 
eaſe, and it is not above an Hour before I have imparted it to you, my dear 
Meliſſa ; and it muſt be your fault if herein you will not make yourſelf eafie, 

Mel. My Grief is deeper rooted than yours, Davus, and is not to be eas'd by 
a ſlight Remedy: Iſs | 

Dav. I am a very ſorry Courtier, Meliſſa, but as I am herein very ſincere 
in my Offer, and this comes recommended by my maſter's Kindneſs, pray 
don't call this a ſlight Remedy, but come with me into the Buttery and drink 
a Glaſs of Wine at preſent, 

Mel. 1 am under your maſter's Command, Dawus, to come to him to mor- 


row morning, and I will put on my Hood and return. 
Dav. You ſhall go with me into the Buttery and take a Glaſs of Wine, or I 


will never forget you. 
Exeunt. 


Enter Jaſon, and his man Davus. 


Ja. You muſt go out with me this Afternoon, Dawes, pray be ready with 


your Horles. : 

Dav. I will be ſure to be ready —— I have been this Hour condoling our 
hard Fates with Meliſſa, who is juſt now gone Home; and indeed, Sir, I open'd 
the matter to her as you deſir'd me, and did prevail upon her with ſome Diffi- 
culty to take a Glaſs of Wine and a Toaſt; and. ſhe is gone Home, telling me, 
that ſhe is under your Command to wait upon you to morrow. 

Ja. Very well, Davus——you know I wiſh you well in your Courtſhip. 
| ; "I | Dav, 1 
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Dav. I told Meliſſa I was a ſorry Courtier, and believ'd it would go but 
ſlowly on without your Aſſiſtance. 

Js. You will have another Opportunity to morrow, and by that time you'll 
quicken your Fancy. 

Dev. I ſhall never prevail without your Aſſiſtance, Sir. 
; | Exit Davus. 
| Enter Meliſſa, f 

Mel. I wait upon you, Sir, according to your own Deſire. 

Ja. I am glad to ſee you, Meliſſa, in this different Dreſs : Indeed I was 
very much ſurpriz'd at your tatter'd and diſtracted Dreſs Yeſterday. 

Mel. I appear indeed ſomething otherwiſe in Dreſs, but I aſſure you, Sir, 
my Grief is {til] the ſame ; and I can't poſſibly reconcile myſelf to the Thoughts 
of parting with the Favours I have ſo long enjoy'd. 

F was therein plain with you, Meliſſa, and that can't be otherwiſe ; I 
told you 1 had kind Thoughts for you, and ſent them to you by Dawus, who 
told me he had communicated them to you; and I think if you have forty 
Pounds a Year in Land ſettled upon you, and a Trade carried on with three 
Hundred Pounds more, and the benefit of your Need'e, it may be a very com- 

fortable Subſiſtance ; and as I have a Kindneſs for Dawus as well as you, 1 
thought this the only Expedient to make you both happy At the ficſt 
Propoſal Davus was ſurprizingly well pleas'd, and told me I ſhould therein be 
the kindeſt maſter in the World. I hope, Meliſſa; you will reconcile your 
Thoughts to it, as it is my deſire, and 1 will let Davas wait upon you- 

Pray let me fee you again to morrow. | 
| hee, Exit Jaſon. 


Enter Davus. 
Dav. my maſter defir'd me to wait upon yon, Meliſſa, and give you all the 


Favours of the Houſe. 
Mel. He cold me indeed that you was well pleaſed with the Propoſal ; 


but my Paſſion is not yet entirely allay'd. | | 
Dav. You know the Saying, That which can't be cur d — and my ready Sa- 


tisfaction is a fure indication on my ſide, that I have a real Value for my dear 
Meliſſa. - 
| Ne Exit Meliſſa. 


Enter Jaſon. 
Fa. How goes your Siege on, Davus? | 
Davy, I can bring Meliſſa (with all my Rhetorick) no farther than to be left 

to her own Thoughts, and I parted from her in a Huff, and told her 2 — 
0 2 
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mould tell her my mind when ſhe brought home your Handkerchieſs; and I 
am reſolved to court no longer. 12 | 

Fa. Will you quit the Siege, Davus ? | 

Dav. No, Sir but a little Policy firſt, and if that will not do, then 
7 find ſhe hath heard of a little Kindneſs that paſs'd between me and Betty, 
madam Belinda's maid ; and I am reſolv'd to improve it, and hope, Sir, you 
will be my Friend in it 1 told her you ſhould tell her my mind when ſhe 
brought Home your Handkerchiefs; and I deſire you now to let her know, 
that I reſolve to flick to Betty, and in good earneſt think, Sir, that I may, be 
as happy with her as with Meliſſa; (not that I would in the leaſt croſs your 
Deſigns) it may be this may bring her to comply. 

Fa. Let me here, Davus, tell you a ſhort Story)] find you in ſuſpence 
between Meliſſa and Betty There was a man in the Pariſh where I was 
born that had a liking to two Women, and asking the Advice of a Wiſeman in 
the Pariſh which he ſhould addreſs himſelf to: The Wiſeman ask'd him how 
their Portions ſtood : He anſwer'd, that one of the Women had two Cows to 
her Fortune, and the other but one, He then ask'd him which of the two he 
lik'd beſt, to which he anſwer'd, that he lik'd the Woman with the one Cow 
the beſt : Whereupon the Wiſeman adviſed him to take the Woman with the 
two Cows, telling him, That there was not a Cow difference between any 
two Women in England -=! don't tell this to leſſen the Eſteem of Betty, but 
will (as you deſire) improve this with Meliſſa when ſhe brings Home my 
Handkerchiefs, and bring her to a Reſolution if I can ——-1 ſhall ſoon want 
my Handkerchiefs, which I defire you, Davus, notwithſtanding this Huff, to 
deſire her that ſhe may bring them to morrow. . IE 

Day. I will find ſome way to do that, Sir, but reſolve not to ſee her. 
| 8 Exit Davus. 


Enter Meliſſa. 


Mel. I have brought you two Handkerchiefs, Sir, underſtanding that you 
wanted them, but could get no more ready. a 
Ja. Very well, Meliſſa Now I am to treat with you in good earneſt 
about the Match of Davus I find him impatient ; he tells me that all his 
Rhetorick can; bring you no-farther than telling him he muſt ſtill leave it to 
your Thoughts, and that you take not the leaſt notice of the five hundred 
Pounds, (my Kindneſs) which he thinks hard, as you are known Friends to 
each other And truly now I muſt tell you, Meliſſa, that I a little take 
2 Part, and hope I may prevail between you to bring this matter to a 
Period. | : | 
Nel. I hope, Sir, if I come into this, that you deſign me the thouſand Pounds; 
and that your Kindneſs to me is far greater than to Davus; if that n 
1 1h 16 juſted, 
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juſted, ſomething might be done; he fills my Ears with fire hundred Pounds 
of his, as if his Kindneſs was greater than mine. 

Fa. Indeed, Meliſſa, in that Point I am on your ſide, and mentioned five 
hundred Pounds for him in his Favour chiefly for the ſake of obtaining you 
Meliſſa——And without that, you have heard of-— Killing two Bird; 8 
1 muſt own I have a Kindneſs for Davus; but where is the great odds here 
Meliſſa A Purchaſe of Land is to be made with eight hundred Pounds 
of the Money, and three hundred Pounds put into Trade, one of which is 
Davus's l pray, Meliſſa, before I go any farther, can you bring in one 
hundred Pounds of yours to ballance ? 

Mel. No indeed, Sir; neither do I think in this Caſe there is any need of it. 

Ja. Then I will proceed This forty Pounds a Year muſt be purchas'd 
in your Name, for you and your Heirs —-I hope, when Davus marries you, 


he will have a ſhare in ic, which I believe you will not be againſt; ſo that] 


think this Matter is in effe& adjuſted. 

Mel. As you have declared your Kindneſs more to me than to Davus, I muſt 
therein ſubmit myſelf wholly to your Diſcretion and Management, 
, | . Exit Meliſſa. 
J I will then put an end to this whole Matter by both your Conſents — 
4 Emer Davus. | 

Ja. 1 have agreed, Davus, that the forty Pounds a Year be purchaſed jn 
Meliffa's Name, to her and her Heirs ; which being done, ſhe will be eaſie 
and comply. 5 
Dav. She will thereby, Sir, claim the thouſand Pounds as her own, and that 
perhaps I may hear too often, that I brought you a thouſand Pounds —— But, 
Sir, ſuppoſe ſhe die in Child-bed with her firſt Child, and the Child be dead- 
dorn, what will become of the forty Pounds a Year, I ſhall have no ſhare of it 
for my Life. - | | 

Ja. In that, Davus, you are in the right; that muft be prevented by her 
leaving a Fine, which I will ſee done. K. 

Dav. Pray, Sir, How muſt the Uſes run in this Settlement by the Fine? 

7. To you, Davus, for Life ; to Meliffa for Life; then to the Heirs of 
Meliſſa, begotten by you. | 

Dav. Then, Sir, I am but Tenant for Life, and the Eſtate is in her. For 
fuppoſe I ſhould have Children by Meliſſa, and I die, and ſhe marry another 
Husband, and hath Children by him, my Children begotten upon Meliſſa 
may then by a Common Fine be put by. | 
| 7 How would you have it, Davus? . 

| — To me for Life, to Meliſſa for Life, to my Heirs begotten upon 
Meliſſa. 15 1 | 

Js. Now, Davus, this Affair is ended, do you act with Secrecy, and be ſure 
you don't make any Reflections upon Meliſſa, for ſhe is a fing Woman, 

| The End of the Fourth A. C T. 
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| Enter Pindar. 
ait upon you, my good Neighbour, with a great deal of 


Þ<= > Pleaſure, having been honour'd with an Invication by the 
xy H&J Gentleman himſelf, that is to be your Son-in-Law; and 


if INTE 


| Friend Madam Belinda. | | 

Mer, I hope, Sir, as you expreſs ſo great a Satisfaction in this Affair, it 
will not be long before you help us to a good Neighbour Pray ſit down, 
Sir —— gas I have this Opportunity (asking your Pardon) I wilt communi- 
cate to you an odd Affair ——1 live by a Gentleman very well vers'd in the 
Hiftory of former Times, (and no Stranger indeed to 6ur own) who is much 
diſpleas'd at the Silk Roſe that moſt of you Clergymen wear upon your Hats, 
alledging that it was a Relick of N and did denote (in private Confeſſi- 
ons to the” Romiſh Prieſts) a Secrecy: He 
&ice in our Time, when any thing is related that is to be kept ſecret —— but 
that, Sir, under the Roſe and he enforceth this Opinion of his by a ſtrong- 


er Argument, which indeed hath a little Effect upon me—-The Reformation 


from'Popery was in the happy Reign of King Edward the Sixth, and in the 
firſt Year of Philip and Mary it was enacted, by the fame Parliament that 
wrotight the Reformation, That no Silk ſhould be worn upon the Hat, upon 
the Penalty of three Months Impriſonment and Forfeiture of ten Pounds. 


being to perform an Office for ſo fair a Lady as my good 


urgeth this from the continued Pra- 


Pin. You know, Sir, that no one hath preach'd down Popiſh Tenets more 


than I, and I have no ſuch Apprehenſions; and I can give no better Anſwer 


than, Honoi ſoit qui male penſe. | h : 
nanu F | | | Enter 


d 
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Euter Sir Arthur and Jaſon, with a Society of young Gentlemen, 


Sir Ar. Now, Sir; wo ſurpriae you by Clouds, and being invited upon this 
Occaſion, will give you no trouble in Compliment, . 
Mer. Gentlemen, you are very welcome, pray ſit down. | 
Ja. Lam glad to find you too, Mr. Pindar — and whiſpers in bis Ear. 
Pray be ſhort and ſweet I think the young Gentlemen. had beſt ſee for 
the Ladies, to come to a Diſpatch, 7 


| E- FLY . the Bridemen go out, 
Enter Belinda, with ber young Ladies attending ber. 


Pin. I think, Ladies, you have ſtaid to the utmoſt Limits of your Time. 
Sir Ar. Pray, Brother, take your Lady by the Hand, and Mr. Pindar and | 
ä Exeunt ones» 


— — 
er 


will martial the reſt. 


* 


Enter Davus and Betty with a Garland of Fl. 12204 7 
wed (© py #32 
Bet. How you handle the Garland, Dawu; !— you are fittęr to rub, 
Heels——you'll ſhake out all the Flowers, Blockhead. — 
Dav, Pray, your Direction, Betiy; Why ſo angry. 
Bet. Where do you think, Daus, is the at- place to hang ii? 
Dav. I believe, Baty, oppoſite to this Doge where, we cume in. 
Be. Now, are not you a Blockhead . it muſt be hang'd at the upper 
End, that being much the longer part of the Room; and to that End the ( en- 
tlemen and Ladies muſt lead up their Dances, and ſo face the Garland, * 
Dav. I fand correded and now what muſt I do ne,? 2 


Bet. Do you lift it up gently, and hang it upon that Hock; but be ſute ta, 


242 


orſes 


touch it gently, that you may not diſplace che Flowers. Fe a. 
Day. I thought, Betty, that gentle Touches had not been ſo agreeable —— 
but let me ſee how I can pleaſe you:now-—ronching it with bis Left Hond— 
Bet. 1 always thought you an, aukward Coxcomb, but never found out that 
ou was Left-handed before now beſure you will ſhatter out half the 
Flowers —— a little more to the Left, it doch not hang upright ; you. muſt 
| faſten it a little with a Nail— here's a Nail and a Hammer if you don't 
make more haſte, the Gentlemen and Ladies will be back before it's done. 
beſure to knock gent ly, that you do not ſplit the Wainſcot. RE wave 
Dav. I thought, Betty, gentle knocking would never pleaſe you but 
pray now it's done, let me know this ſudden and ſurprizing — 


A c OMED . 


I am amaz'd at it, after all the Endearments that have of late paſt between us 
of muli'd Wine, Bread and Butter nicely cut Tex and Sugar; ſure you have 
ſeen ſome Viſion in a Dream, or are too much puff d up with your Guineas; 

Bet. No, no, Davus; I have been in no Dream, but. have had a tranſient: 


35 


View of your late Actions Wou'd you be hang'd you Villain. 
believe you have one Wife already — you're a damn'd pertidious, flattering, 
Raſcal——— Aſide, _. | 
Ester Jaſon and bis Bride Belinda, with the Bridemen and Ladies. 

Pin. I think, Mr. Merlin, as | have had the Honour to join this happy Cou- 
ple together, it is my part in the firſt-place co wiſh you all poſſible Joy and 


Happineſs in the increaſe of your Family, and hope before twelve Months: 
are-over, you will want a caſt of my Office in the farther increaſe of your Fa- 


mily. : 7 7 
Sir Ar. Dear Siſter, give me your Hand and a Kiſs——the Parſon has out- 
done us all in Compliments——1 hope, Couſin Ned, you ha'n't been wanting 


in your due of the Garter. 
Nied. No, Sir: I aſſure you I am proud of the Favour; and I think I had the” 


Garcer off the'Righe Knee. - | 1 VS | 
Madam Maris. 1 chink, Sir, you need not value your ſelf upon that, wen 
Ladies think the Heart is more upon the Left Side. 

Dick. Well ſaid, Partner but if they ſhould have any advantage of us 
here, I doubt not but we ſhall be up with them in the caſt of the Stocking, 

fo Well ſaid, Dick! Well ſaid Dick! that gives me a grateful View, and my 
Life for thine I will pleaſe che Parſon... | UP 3 

Mer. What if you, Mr. Pindar, and I go into the Withdrawing Room, and 
leave theſe young People for a little ſpace. | | W_ 

Sir Ar. I defire you and Mr. Pindar may go, but I reſolve to ſtay and ſee 
two or three French Dances firſt, and hear à Song from Madam Maria--— and 
now, Brother, it's your part to begin firſt. | 2 | 

Ja. Now, mv Dear, you muſt come up to the Muſick and call a Tune. 

Hel. Mufick Play a Minuit, but not too faſt, 
8 Ar. Now, Couſin Ned, cake: your Bride Lady, and entertain us with a 
ance, „ e „ oi 
Ned. As to my Part, Lady, I am aſham'd, and rely wholly on your Perform- . 


ance——--you' mult call a Tune, and pray let it be the eaſieſt you can think of, 


Lady. 
Maria. I muſt make uſe of your Compliment, Sir, and am-pleas'd at the 


Thoughts of ſo noble a yr IF Toe 6 our, Directions were not to go too 
faſt, I deſire you to make as much haſte as your can, that we may. the ſooner. 


have done Muſick, Play a Rigadoon. 
| Ja. N 0 W. . 


| / 
* 
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Ja. Now, Couſin Dick, pray take your Partner. Ens 
Dick. Lady, I am in no doubt of our Performances, by your kind Aſſiſt- 
ance there's ſeldom any thing loſt by putting a good face upon the mat- 
ter and now, Lady Catbarina, I hope you'll be kind in calling of a Tune. 
Lady Cath. You put me to the Bluſh, Sir, and theſe exquiſite Performances 
fink my Spirits, and I aſſure you the want will be on my Side Muſick, play 
the Louvre. | | e 
Sir Ar. Indeed, Gentlemen and Ladies I own my ſelf very much obliged by 
theſe your excellent Performances, and I think there is much more due to you 
than clapping of hands,in which you can't complain—and now, Madam Maria,if 
vou will oblige us with a Song, it ſhall paſs for my Trip to the Jubilee — 
and I think nothing exceeds the Entertainment of our Britiſh Ladies. 
Maris. You compliment me too much, Sir Arthur: However, for my own 
part (if your own Words are true) you now put me upon loſing what T have 
ind; and I can't at the leaft entertain you with any tolerable Satisfaction, 
S 


eing under a great Indiſpoſition by a violent Cold. | | 
ir Ar. Come, Lady, we'll grant all Allowances that you can deſire, I know - 
a good Voice is always tun'd with much Intreaty——— but no Excuſe here, 
Madam——— now for your Encouragement, Lady, I'll be Crier of the 
Court Silence! b | 


She SINGS, 


Cruel Fate! did Jaſon cry, 

Whilft I purſue, Belinda fe : 
Averſe to Arms, I chang'd the Scene; 
An Anchor did ber Favour win. 
Hearte thus jojn'd, in Brightneſs ſhine, 
A, Jaſon's bers, Belinda's mine. 
Thus, tho in Waves and Billows toft, 

The Anchor gains what Swords have loſt. 


mm 


Sir Ar. Lady, you have quite eclips'd Corſona and now Tl try if I can 
prevail with the Parſon to lead up a Countrey Dance. | 
Jo, If fo——1ll bring in Betty. | 


. 
. — 


Exeunt Omnes, 
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Wake, my Muſe, and ſing bis Praiſe, 
The Merchant now has got the Bays ; 


And Britain be the bappy Clime; 

The Gol DEN FLEECE our Property, 

No Dutch, no French ſhall Rival be, 

By Charter now, the King's Command, 

What Power on Earth can it withſtand? 

Our Fleets of Ships, the Ocean round, 

Great Britain's Fame in Eceboes {ound ; - 

From Lisbon now our Gold will flow, 

From Mexico our Silver and Peru ; 

No Banker now, no Note of Hand, 

Our Treaſure in our Cheſts will tand :- 

Vaſe Fleets of Ships from Amſterdam, 

Rotterdam, our Trade leſs than a Span ; 

Our Seamen muſt in Tatters ftand, : 

Whilft Dutchmen thus our Trade command, 

Tho' the chief Strength of this our Land: - 

All Butterflies and Trifles harr l, 

The Parlour has the Kitchen ſtarud, 

With Pyramids of China Ware, © © 

Chints, .Callicoes, and all. that's rage. 

Mie now ſhall ſome Diſt inction make, 4 

Nor Abigail for Lady tale: 44 Ev: . 

Queen 2 ward will now draw on, 
No Lady fear the Dripping-pan, 

Our Poor will now find PF * 

The Kitchen ſhine with Ribs of Reef, 

The Lady with the Poor converſe, 

And they ber Praiſe will loud rehearſe ; 

Fixt Habits now will next enſue, 


Then dun go Hoops and Holland 0. 
| F IN. I 8. 


Our Wealth will flow, Ring Gzor Gt will ſhine, . 
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